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By Dave Meltzer | dave@wrestlingobserver.com
Bryan and I will be back tonight for Wrestling Observer radio, covering the weekend news,
Smackdown, Raw preview, Impact, the incredibly non-promoted No Surrender and taking your
questions. You can send questions to the show tonight to mailbag@wrestlingobserver.com .
Wrestling Observer Live with Bryan and Mike Sempervive is at 6 p.m. Eastern and 3 p.m.
Pacific time on Sports Byline USA, Sirius 94, XM 208, the front page of the site and the Sports
Byline channel on TuneIn radio app on all smartphones.
We're looking for reports on today's WWE Smackdown show in Madison, WI, as well as the
weekend TNA shows from Friday night in Richmond, VA and last night in Bowie, MD at dave@
wrestlingobserver.com.
Raw will be Monday night live from Chicago.Smackdown is being taped on Tuesday night in
Moline, IL.
This Week's Observer
We've got a number of major features in this week's Observer, with two lead stories, the
entire Jon Jones/Dana White situation and why UFC 151 was canceled, and the History of
SummerSlam dating back 25 years. We also look at Masakatsu Funaki's winning the Triple
Crown, including a look back at the Triple Crown history and the belts that form the crown.
We look at the arguments for and against what Jon Jones did, why the show was canceled, the
various different things that nobody talks about that led to cancellation, the actions of Dana
White, the problems with Jon Jones, the role of Chael Sonnen, what really went down, who
knew what based on what people are saying and the time line, comments from Jones and why
he's lost so much popularity, the business effect on Toronto, the deception, Lyoto Machida, the
realities of promoting this style of fighting, why Sonnen isn't getting the shot in Toronto, why
certain things have been blamed that have nothing to do with the show being canceled and
more and a look at short and long-term effect on both Jones and the UFC business and where
this could have been even more disastrous. We look at the fallacy of Jones and White
defenders as well as those who blame Henderson.
The other lead story looks at the history of SummerSlam, looking at the shows, the
memories, the business, the greatest matches, the most enduring stars, a look at every main
event and business behind the scenes at the time. We look at Ultimate Warrior being fired at
SummerSlam, why SummerSlam never returned to Wembley Stadium, the Hulk Hogan era vs.
the Steve Austin era, the best and worst shows and how looking at matches changes with
hindsight. We also look at what went wrong with Lex Luger, the move that nearly killed the
boom period before it started, the biggest match business wise in history, special guests and
the background of the Hogan vs. Michaels match.
The issue is currently on the site if you are a web site member. We also have a new back
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issue on the site from 1995 just put up going back in time and talking about one of the worst
WWF PPV shows, the 1995 King of the Ring and all the news from that time period.

The Wrestling Observer ranges weekly from 35,000 to 50,000 words covering pro wrestling
and MMA internationally. Each issue has coverage and analysis of all the major news, plus
every issue breaks major news stories before the Internet sties and has the most complete look
at the pro wrestling and MMA business anywhere, plus history pieces available nowhere else.
The Observer is now in its 29th year of being the leading insider pro wrestling publication
in the world. The biggest and most influential names in the pro wrestling and MMA industry,
from bookers to promoters to Hall of Fame wrestlers and fighters to the biggest names on
camera and behind the scenes, along with thousands of readers in all 50 states and more than
30 countries subscribe. Many have subscribed for 20 years or longer consecutively. They get
the most detailed and inside coverage of what is going on all over the world. Everywhere from
Wall Street to the major offices to television networks in the U.S. and Japan turn to the
Observer for what is going on in the business.
If you are a new subscriber ordering 24 or more issues, you can get one free classic issue
of your choice sent to you today. With a 40 issue subscription, you can get two free classic
issues sent to you today. Just sent your Visa or Master Card order with your name, address,
phone number, card number and expiration date to dave@wrestlingobserver.com
You can also order by paypal by sending to www.paypal.com and directing the funds to
dave@wrestlingobserver.com
You can also subscribe via check, cash or money order, as well as credit card by mail, by
sending to Wrestling Observer Newsletter, P.O Box 1228, Campbell, CA 95009-1228.
We also look at the sale of WWE's Canadian broadcast outlet and what it means, secret
blading, celebrities saying they are doing WrestleMania, Mysterio concussion note, more on
Tyler Reks quitting and why, as well as what he's doing and his background. We also have
updates on injuries to both The Rock and Steve Austin, as well as what both are up to. We
have more on Austin at Mania this year, the arrest of Cameron, another WWE injury that has
changed a lot of main events, WWE touring this week, TV skits, video game releases, and
notes on the new TV show.
We also look at the latest WWE camp for prospective
wrestlers and the latest on a number of new WWE signees and their background. We also
have all the business notes from the past week and highlights from all the weekend shows.
We also look back at the origins of modern MMA and how it came from pro wrestling, and
how the man who was part of its beginnings in 1993 is now a pro wrestling world champion with
Masakatsu Funaki's Triple Crown win. We look at how Japanese MMA got started, his role,
and why he's back in wrestling and won the title.
We also look at the business of this
year's Money in the Bank compared with the previous two years, as well as a rundown of
WWE's July business in a number of categories.
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We also have an update on the Linda McMahon campaign for senate and a major turn over
the past week.
We also have a look at the ratings of all the major shows and complete details on how
every segment of Raw and Impact this past week did. We look at what segments gained and
lost viewers
We also have results from all the major league arena events over the past week as well as
a look at all the major television shows.
Also in this week's issue:
--More on a feud between members of one of the most famous wrestling families that wound up
in court and story behind it
--Two world champions from different international groups have a
singles match this week as a big show main event
--Major
nostalgia show as 70s star continues retirement tour
--Notes on more All Japan and New Japan joint shows
--Tournament for newly created title
--For Japan MVP returns to the ring
--One of the best in-ring performers is injured and out the rest of the year
--Why the wrestling mentality may have made things worse in his instant
--New Japan stars come to the U.S.
--Alex Shelley returns to wrestling
--Ken Shamrock gets publicity he'd probably rather not get
--Why 80s star is in jail
--Update on TNA contracts
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--Update on the Bound for Glory series
--Update on next TNA PPV
--Update on TNA's next U.K. tour
--Eric Bischoff has a new TV show
--TNA star opens restaurant
--More on Rousey vs. Kaufman and business
--Update on UFC advance ticket sales
--UFC star charged with battery
--George St. Pierre update
--Notes on U.K. vs. Australia Ultimate Fighter season
--What show UFC expects to draw well
--Lots of new UFC fights
New subscribers ordering 24 or 40 issues have to let us know what major stories of the
past 11 years you are most interested in and we'll send the issue with the best coverage of that
story. We've got coverage of every major PPV event and world wide spectacular, every major
star switching promotions, histories of companies like FMW, Rings and New Japan, retirement
and obit issues of every major star who fits into those descriptions over the past 11 years, as
well as our biggest issue every year, the annual awards issue, and our most controversial issue
of every year, the Hall of Fame issue.
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Our most requested issues in our history are:
*November 17, 1997 (full details of everything leading to the most famous wrestling match finish
of modern times at the Survivor Series plus a history of in-ring double-crosses)
*December 21, 1998 (the complete Vince McMahon-Bret Hart conversation right before the
Survivor Series match so you'll know exactly what was said--the conversation played in edited
form both on the inaugural broadcast of Confidential as well as in Wrestling with Shadows, but
everything that was said between the two about the match that was going to take place that
same night)
*August 1, 1994 (the most detailed coverage anywhere of the Vince McMahon steroid trial, an
issue praised in numerous newspaper article and Sex, Lies and Headlocks)
*March 26, 2001 (death of WCW and history of pro wrestling on the Turner networks)
*October 22, 2001 (why the adult audience has left pro wrestling in such great numbers and
what needed to have been done to save them)
*July 8, 1991 (Ric Flair leaves WCW as world champion/Zahorian steroid trial)
*February 8, 1993 (the life and times of Andre the Giant)
*May 13, 2002 (the life story of the most incredible pro wrestling career ever, a look at Lou
Thesz, in one of the largest issues of our
history)
*January 27, 2003 (part one of the two-part series covering the career and life of The
Sheik)
*February 3, 2003 (Part two on The Sheik including thoughts from people
who worked with him and where he stands historically)
*March 24, 2003
(history of the WWWF title, inside behind the Sammartino, Backlund and Backlund era)
*April 21, 2003 (history of WWF continues with the expansion nationally, the death of the
regional territories and the rise of Hulk Hogan)
*May 12, 2003 (The life and death of Elizabeth and the rise of fall of Lex Luger)
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*June 9, 2003 (Part 1 of history of WWF vs. WCW wars and what many say was the greatest
year in U.S. wrestling; plus a look at Fred Blassie)
*June 16, 2003 (Freddie Blassie through the eyes of his biggest rivals and friends)
*July 28, 2003 (Part 2 of the history of the WWF vs. WCW war and the plans to make new
superstars in the early 90s, what happened, and the night where the three biggest wrestling
companies in the world combined for a joint show and what happened)
*August 25, 2003 (2003 Hall of Fame issue with huge profiles on the controversial career of
Shawn Michaels, Chris Benoit as well as historical features on Earl Caddock and Francisco
Flores)
*September 22, 2003 (Part 3 of the history of the WWF vs WCW war with the seeds that caused
the collapse of the industry in the 90s, Zahorian trial, Gulf War controversy, Flair leaves WCW
while holding world title and much more)
*October 27, 2003 (The fascinating life of Stu Hart plus the story of Road Warrior Hawk)
*January 19, 2004 (2003 Awards issue)
*February 2, 2004 (History of Toronto wrestling, Jack Tunney life story, Royal Rumble and
Battle Royal history)
*February 23, 2004 (History of Guerrero family with Eddy's win over Brock Lesnar)
*March 1, 2004 (History of WWF continues with the period that brought the company down in
early 1992, the mistakes, the real stories and how the business changed)
*March 8, 2004 (History of Wrestlemania, its greatest matches and best and worst shows as
voted both by wrestlers and non-wrestlers and Wrestlemania history books)
*July 5, 2004 (A look behind the scenes and Ric Flair's book and his background with Eric
Bischoff and Hulk Hogan)
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*July 12, 2004 (A look at more on Ric Flair's book and his comments on Bruno Sammartino,
Bret Hart and Mick Foley)
*August 16, 2004 (History of the Olympians in pro wrestling)
*August 23, 2004 (2004 Hall of Fame issue and biggest issue of the year with huge profiles on
Kazushi Sakuraba, Undertaker, Bob Backlund, Masahiro Chono, Ultimo Dragon, Kurt Angle and
Tarzan Lopez--this counts as one issue if you are asking for a free issue, but ordered
separately, due to size, is $6 in North America and $7 overseas)
*October 4, 2004 (the life and times of Big Bossman; as well as details of the life and times of
one of the most influential men world wide in pro wrestling history, Jim Barnett)
*November 15, 2004 (the full story of what happened between Kurt Angle and Daniel Puder,
plus coverage of the most important week in the history of TNA)
*January 24, 2005 (2004 Awards issue, Rock and WWE part company)
*March 14, 2005 (the 50 biggest money players in the history of WWF and a look at their Hall of
Fame)
*May 9, 2005 (the life and times of Chris Candido)
*June 20, 2005 (The full story behind Paul Heyman and the death of ECW, as well as coverage
of One Night Stand, Hardcore Homecoming and behind the scenes of both shows)
*July 18, 2005 (death of Shinya Hashimoto and his records with a look at the fall of New Japan,
the Matt Hardy angle, tons of WWE firings, Cornette firing in detail as well as problems of a
WWE developmental territory in our biggest news issue of the year which is a double-sized
issue and would be $6 on its own and $7 overseas)
*August 24, 2005 (2005 Hall of Fame issue with career profiles of Paul Heyman, HHH and
Freebirds plus debut of MMA Hall of Fame)
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*September 12, 2005 (History of Mid South Wrestling)
*October 10, 2005 (Life and Times of the Ultimate Warrior)
*November 21, 2005 (Life and Times of Eddy Guerrero and Crusher, double issue $6 on its own
and $7 overseas)
*December 5, 2005 (The Eddy Guerrero special issue, double issue $6 on its own, $7 overseas)
*January 9, 2006 (The life and times of Superstar Billy Graham, plus New Year's Eve 2005
coverage)
*January 16, 2006 (2005 Awards double issue, $6 or $7 overseas)
*April 3, 2006 (Story of Ann Calvello and the history of Roller Derby--many called this the best
issue of the Observer ever)
*April 10, 2006 (Behind the scenes at the 2006 Wrestlemania/Hall of Fame week)
*July 24, 2006 (The History of the Von Erichs and World Class Championship Wrestling--the
most unreal story ever in wrestling)
*September 4, 2006 (The Rise and Fall of Kurt Angle; 2006 Hall of Fame inductions of Eddie
Guerrero, Paul Bowser, Masakatsu Funaki, Aja Kong and Hiroshi Hase including tons of
wrestling history around the world from the 20s through the 60s, the evolution of working to not
working in Japan, and a look at Guerrero in hindsight, double issue $6 or $7 overseas)
*October 9, 2006 (A look back nine years later at the life and legacy of Brian Pillman with tons
of inside information about what made him tick as his real objectives)
*November 15, 2006 (History of WCW part one, Eric Bischoff's book and how the industry was
changed forever)
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*November 20, 2006 (History of WCW part two, Why Jim Ross left WCW, How Bischoff
changed the company, signing of Hulk Hogan, Beginning of Nitro, Jesse Ventura, Brian Pillman,
Chris Jericho and signing Wrestlemania planned celebrity away)
*November 27, 2006 (History of WCW part three, When Bischoff challenged McMahon to fight;
Truth and fiction around Bret Hart signing with WCW and why it didn't click)
*December 6, 2006 (details behind Pride's offers to sell promotion and Part four of History of
WCW part four, Hogan-Goldberg match and why there was no rematch, WCW loses NBC
network deal in 1999 and the real reasons the company fell apart)
*January 22, 2007 (2006 Awards issue, double issue $7 on its own, $8 overseas)
*February 14, 2007 (Life and Times of Bam Bam Bigelow)
*March 5, 2007 (WWE begins plans that will change the business)
*March 12, 2007 (Life and Times of Mike Awesome)
*March 19, 2007 (Life and Times of Ernie Ladd)
*April 4, 2007 (Life and Times of Badnews Allen Coage--which many are calling one of the best
issues in history)
*July 2, 2007 (Part one of the Benoit double murder-suicide)
*July 5, 2007 (Part two of the Benoit double murder-suicide)
*July 10, 2007 (Part three of the Benoit double murder-suicide)
*July 19, 2007 (Part four of the Benoit double murder-suicide)
*July 23, 2007 (Part five of Benoit double murder-suicide)
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*July 25, 2007 (Part six of Benoit double murder-suicide)
*August 15, 2007 (The legend of the God of Japanese wrestling and his influence on MMA, Karl
Gotch)
*October 15 (2007 Hall of Fame double issue, $7 on its own, $8 overseas including inductions
of The Rock, Tom Packs and the original Strangler Lewis)
*November 12, 2007 (Life and times of Fabulous Moolah and history of U.S. women's wrestling)
.
*December 31, 2007 (History of Ric Flair and the heyday of wrestling at the Greensboro
Coliseum)
*January 21, 2008 (2007 Awards issue, double issue $7 on its own, $8 overseas)
*March 17, 2008 (Life and times of Johnny Weaver)
*March 24, 2008 (Life and times of Gary Hart)
*April 10, 2008 (Farewell to Ric Flair; My thoughts, Shawn Michaels talks of Flair's meaning to
him; Hall of Fame; Wrestlemania double issue, $7 on its own, $8 overseas)
*August 11, 2008 (Ric Flair leaves WWE; Updated history of pro wrestlers and MMA fighters
who went to the Olympics)
* September 8, 2008 (2008 Hall of Fame double issue, $7 on its own, $8 overseas; part one of
Killer Kowalski bio)
* September 15, 2008 (Life and Times of Evan Tanner)
* September 22, 2008 (The amazing career of Killer Kowalski, one of our most in-depth bios)
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You can also order any of these issues on their own for $4 in North America or $5 overseas.
Rates are:
For the United States, it is $12 for 4 issues, $29 for 12, $55 for 24, $91 for 40 and $118 for
52. In Canada and Mexico, rates are $13.50 for 4, $33 for 12, $61 for 24, $101 for 40 and $131
or 52. In Europe, you can get the fastest delivery and best rates by sending to
moonsault@mediaplusint.com
For the rest of the world, rates are $15.50 for 4, $41 for 12, $78 for 24, $126 for 40 issues and
$163 for 52 .
If you order by mail with a check, cash or money order (P.O. Box 1228, Campbell, CA
95009-1228), you can get $1 off in every price range.
We now have available personally autographed copies of Tributes II, our latest book, as
well as a DVD that comes with it talking more about the subjects in the book. The book covers
the life stories of Lou Thesz, Wahoo McDaniel, Elizabeth, Fred Blassie, Road Warrior Hawk,
Andre the Giant, Curt Hennig, Johnny Valentine, Davey Boy Smith, Terry Gordy, Owen Hart,
Stu Hart, Gorilla Monsoon, The Sheik and Tim Woods.
To get all of those biographies as back issues of the Observer would be a $60 value today.
This is a collection of some of the best Observer articles of the past several years in a
hardcover, full-color format that is 239 pages. There is also a foreword by Bret Hart. The book
price is $12.95 plus $3.50 for shipping costs in the U.S., $10 for shipping costs to Canada and
$12 for shipping costs outside North America. You can order the book the same way you order
the newsletter.
Sunday's news update
--Dixie Carter announced yesterday at TNA's London Fan Party that
there will be a new TNA television show in the U.K. starting in December called British
Bootcamp. The show will air on Challenge TV. A number of UK wrestlers will be in a reality
show fighting for a TNA contract. Among the names announced are Rockstar Spud, Marty
Scurll and the Blossom Twins. (thanks to Patrick Gronemann)
-DirecTV is doing a special offering the next six UFC PPV shows for the price of five.
--There is an Ultimate Fighter Brazil season marathon all day today on Fuel until 11 p.m.
Eastern time. UFC 147 headlined by Wanderlei Silva vs. Rich Franklin airs at 11 p.m. tonight.
That's less than a three month turnaround.
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--Tuesday's UFC Tonight will be a special show as it'll be a 30 minute interview with Ariel
Helwani and Dana White. On Wednesday's
MMA Hour
, I'll be on with Helwani talking about that interview.
--C.M. Punk was at the Australian Rules football game on Saturday night in Melbourne before
the house show. The stadium is next door to Rod Laver Arena, where the wrestling was held.
He was on TV and came off well. He showed his staples. When a host asked about wrestling
being real, Punk said this was the last person to ever ask that question. They also showed the
David Shults/John Stossell incident from 1984. Punk seemed to get a kick out of that. (thanks
to Tim Forge)
Who was MMA's Best Heel?
Brock Lesnar 32.4%
Chael Sonnen 19.4%
Tito Ortiz 12.9%
Josh Koscheck 9.0%
Tank Abbott 7.9%
Jon Jones 6.8%
Nick Diaz 6.5%
Rashad Evans 1.4%
Michael Bisping 1.4%
Matt Serra 1.1%
Alistair Overeem 0.7%
Phil Baroni 0.4%
Who wins this fight?
Michael Bisping 74.3%

12 / 15

SUN. UPDATE: TNA adds new TV show, UFC PPV discount, 30 minute Dana White interview, UFC's best e

Brian Stann 25.7%
What is the main reason you believe WWE PPVs are up of late?
Last year's numbers at this time were so low, this year's really aren't great except for Mania &
Extreme rules 39.3%
Rock and Brock Lesnar at Mania and Extreme rules did big numbers and there was a trickle
down 32.4%
Product is better than last summer 9.4%
C.M. Punk has more drawing power 8.4%
Decrease in UFC popularity has led to an increase in WWE 6.9%
Shows have been better leading to more buys 1.8%
Increased popularity of John Cena 1.3%
Social media is getting more people to buy 0.5%
Poll on Smackdown on Friday
Excellent 9.2%
Good 31.6%
Average 34.2%
Fair 6.6%
Poor 18.4%
47.6% of those responding didn't see the show
--For WWE Classics on Demand this month:
-Legends of Wrestling Roundtable: Greatest wrestlers ever from Texas
-Saturday Night's Main event 11/28/87 and 3/11/89
-Randy Savage's Greatest Interviews hosted by C.M. Punk
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-Sherri Martel Hall of Fame special with induction, plus Hulk Hogan vs. Randy Savage 4/23/89
Toronto, Savage & Sherri vs. Dusty Rhodes & Sapphire 6/26/90, Sherri vs. Debbie Combs for
AWA womens title 12/8/85, Sherri vs. Mona 3/6/00 WCW
-1998 Spring Stampede
-10 Greatest Wrestlers never to hold the world title
-Randy Savage Ultimate Collection
-Raw 10/19/98
-WCW Worldwide 5/8/93 (thanks to Brian Hoops)
-Mike Mooneyham has a column today
(login needed) on the new documentary: "History and Tradition: The Story of the National
Wrestling Alliance."
--On 98.5 The Sports Hub in Boston yesterday afternoon, co-host Jermaine Wiggins, who
played on the Minnesota Vikings in 2005 when Brock Lesnar was in camp, told Lesnar stories.
He noted that they were going to haze him like they do every rookie, but it backfired. He noted
that Lesnar was one big strong guy and it took a lot of guys to control him. (thanks to Andy
Thurston)
--Mick Foley has comedy shows scheduled on 9/7 in Sioux Falls, 9/8 in Luverne, MN and 9/9 in
Des Moines.
--Tracy Smothers (50) celebrates a birthday today. Ric Carter, who did a wrestling radio show
in Las Vegas with Mike Sawyer, passed way on this date six years ago at the age of 44.
--Lucha Xtreme on Fresno TV last night: Suburban Commandos b L.J. Summers & Brandon
Pinion, A.J. Kirsch b Vinny Massaro, Texas Hitmen b Channel Surfers, Wiseguy b Mariachi to
win the U.S. title. He then handed the belt to Sheik Khan Abadi (thanks to Jon Southerland)
--Old School Wrestling on 9/16 in Charleston, SC at the Hanrahan Rec Center with Raven vs.
Lodi plus a ladder match.
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--NWA Smoky Mountain Wrestling from last night in Kingsport, TN: Cody Ices b Haven Hendrix,
Zac Vincent b Skyler Kruze, Alyx Winters b Thorn, Johnny Knievel b Matt Conard, Josh
Crawford b Daniel Mulligan, Illuminati b Keith Knox & Jeff Connelly-DQ, Chase Owens b Jimmy
Rave. Next show is 10/1 with Kevin Douglas vs. Chase Owens for the NWA jr. title. Owens
said that if he doesn't win the title, he'll never wrestle in the Smoky Mountain area again.
(thanks to Tony Givens)
--NAWA from last night in Waxahachie, TX: Corey Saturn won four-way over Jose Angelo
Garcia, Justin Pain & Reggie Lifestyles, Cowboy Adam b Billy Club, Doberman & Big John
Famous b Casey Cane & Scott Murdoch, Chris Cross b Nobe Bryant-DQ (thanks to Rob Moore)
--Hoosier Pro Wrestling from yesterday in Columbus, IN before 240 fans: Bobby Black b JKO,
Sabotage Styles b Fast Eddie, Cooter & Stompin Steve b T.J. Powers & Aaron Anarchy-DQ,
Camron Star b Niki, JKO & JKO Jr. b T.J. Kemp & T.J. Kemp Jr., Donny Idol b Damien Cole,
Ricky Ruckus b J.D. Marioni, Zombie b Flash Flanagan in a street fight so Flanagan leaves
HPW for one year. Next show is 10/6 with Doink the Clown (thanks to Jerry Wilson)
--I Believe in Wrestling from last night in Orlando: Cody Hall b Rafael Altair, Biff Slater b Z-Barr,
Chasyn Rance b Jayson Falcone, J.D. Amazing & Santana Garrett b Gorilla Hanley & Josh
Hess, Tim Zbyszko b Leon Scott, Lince Dorado b Brandon Scherer, Chico Adams b Tony
Torres. Next show is 10/5 (thanks to Al Haft)
--Freedom Wrestling Federation on 10/20 at 5 PM. at the Calvary Gym in Lebanon, PA
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